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THE 


PREEFA GSE 


E have almoft drained the Subjeét of Prefaces, forthat to avoid 
Repetitions at prefent, We jee no other Method left us but to 
come off with as handfome an Impertinence as we, can, and ime 
deed Impertinences are now as Natural. to the, Athenians, 4s 
a Snufh-Box to a Beaux: Not but that we fometimes blunder into an Anfwer 
that looks as if it belong’d more to fruch a Queftion than the preceding ; and» yi 

Luck’s a little better than G ‘swith his Prophecies, for we hit fometimes 

from Common Principles, when every Body elfe could do st as well as our felves, 
and We think that’s no Contemptible Reverfion of our Senfe : : ‘Bat what's hil 
this to the purpofe? Truly Reader as little as you can wnagine : But why fuch 

a Queftion? Is it a Novelty either to Speak or Scribble without any De- 
fign at all? We could tell you of a great many in Town and elfewhere that 
bil very fair to the Monopolizing of that Unthinking Art, but We beg your 
Pardons Cum Privilegio, and plead Cuftom and Pofleffion two thirds 0 
the dear Caufe, and defign thus to Reign in fecula feculorum, or at lea 
as long as the Raven lives, which is 4 very tough liv’d Bird, and has ten 

times as many Lives as a Cat, if Pliny’s Credit is Authentick; and he’s very 

Sawcy that dares Queftion the "Authority of fuch a Reverend Old Boy as that, 

as a great many Impertinent Dogmatical Upftarts have done very dften of late, 

and we amongft the reft, yet our Number is fome Excufe when the Majority of 

Sage carries the Caufe; but how any finglePerfon dare 9 nicl to live and da 

it, farther than he derives his Authority from us, we much admire : There Read- 
er, we think we Nick'd ‘em, and if this won't pafs Mufter, We have one nes 
ver failing Referve, that is, to join in an unknown Laugh at the Athenians 
over a Difh of Coffee, and as Athenians to Laugh at all the World befides, 
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